A GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE

desert quicksands on the northern side of the corridor,
where it meets Ar Rimal. The extent of Umm as Samim,
as the area is called, is said to be a two days' march in every
direction. In appearance a sheet of salt plain, it gives no
indication to the unwary traveller of its treacherous bogs.
Many have perished here and only certain Daru' Badawin
who come to collect salt on its borders are said to brave its
secret passages, raiders, as might be expected, giving it a
wide berth.

Von Wrede, the Bavarian soldier of fortune, who in 1843
penetrated the Hadhramaut in Muslim disguise, records a
similar phenomenon, its place-name Bahr as Safi. He
marched towards one of the white patches armed with a
plumb-line of six fathoms. 'With the greatest caution I
approached the border to examine the sand, which I found
almost an impalpable powder, and I threw the plumb-line
as far as possible; it sank instantly, the velocity diminish-
ing, and in five minutes the end of the cord had disappeared
in the all-devouring tomb.'

While I do not wish to impugn Von Wrede's veracity
I should record that most of the companions of my journeys
had raided in the sands to the north of the Hadhramaut, in
fact the Karab rablas hailed from there, but none knew of
Bahr as Safi, and all averred that the quicksands described
exist to-day only in Umm as Samim, lying between sand
and steppe to the north and east of Mugshin and south and
west of 'Ibri. Many Omani Badawin and others told me
of the Umm as Samim quicksands.